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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA COLLEGE OF NURSING

NGR 7970L: ADVANCED NURSING PROJECT

GUIDELINES FOR ADVANCED NURSING PROJECT FINAL REPORT

In conjunction with their Supervisory Committee, Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) students will submit in scholarly writing format a final report of their Advanced Nursing Project utilizing current APA guidelines. Please see description below of the “Final DNP Project” from the AACN Essentials of Doctoral Education for Advanced Nursing Practice (2007)*. Upon final approval of the Supervisory Committee, the following sections that are relevant to the student project will be included in the paper: 

Project Abstract (maximum 500 words)

Section 1:
Introduction
· Statement of the problem

· Significance of project for nursing and health care

· Theoretical foundation

· Clinical question

Section 2:
Critical Review of Pertinent Literature
· Include theoretical, methodological, empirical research as applicable

· Include rating of level and strength of any empirical evidence using an
established evidence-based rating system (as appropriate)

· Synthesize empirical support for proposed project

Section 3:
Methods
· Description of population

· Outcomes (description of measures and, if appropriate, their reliability and 
validity or sensitivity/specificity profile)

· Procedures for implementation

· Plans for data analysis or evaluation

· Protection of human subjects

Section 4:
Results
· Specific results

· Validity of results

Section 5:
Discussion and Conclusions
· Summary of results

· Clinical implications of results/impact on practice

· Limitations and suggestions for improvement

· Suggestions for future clinical projects or research

· References

Section 6:
Appendices (Optional)
· Summary matrix review of individual research tables

· Theoretical models (schematics)

· Methods models (schematics)

· Other as applicable

Final DNP Project 

Doctoral education, whether practice or research, is distinguished by the completion of a specific project that demonstrates synthesis of the student’s work and lays the groundwork for future scholarship. For practice doctorates, requiring a dissertation or other original research is contrary to the intent of the DNP.  The DNP primarily involves mastery of an advanced specialty within nursing practice.  Therefore, other methods must be used to distinguish the achievement of that mastery.  Unlike a dissertation, the work may take a number of forms.  One example of the final DNP product might be a practice portfolio that includes the impact or outcomes due to practice and documents the final practice synthesis and scholarship. Another example of a final DNP product is a practice change initiative. This may be represented by a pilot study, a program evaluation, a quality improvement project, an evaluation of a new practice model, a consulting project, or an integrated critical literature review. Additional examples of a DNP final product could include manuscripts submitted for publication, systematic review, research utilization project, practice topic dissemination, substantive involvement in a larger endeavor, or other practice project. The theme that links these forms of scholarly experiences is the use of evidence to improve either practice or patient outcomes.  
The final DNP project produces a tangible and deliverable academic product that is derived from the practice immersion experience and is reviewed and evaluated by an academic committee.  The final DNP product documents outcomes of the student’s educational experiences, provides a measurable medium for evaluating the immersion experience, and summarizes the student’s growth in knowledge and expertise. The final DNP product should be defined by the academic unit and utilize a form that best incorporates the requirements of the specialty and the institution that is awarding the degree. Whatever form the final DNP product takes, it will serve as a foundation for future scholarly practice. Retrieved from http://aacn.nche.edu.
