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COURSE DESCRIPTION      This course provides the student with the knowledge and skills to critique theory and research from nursing and related fields as a basis for the provision of evidence-based practice.  Emphasis is on understanding research methodology in order to critique research studies.  The focus is on utilization and synthesis of research findings to address specific nursing practice questions or problems.

COURSE OBJECTIVES   Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Analyze elements of scientific rigor in research.

2. Synthesize major findings in the literature related to specific nursing questions or 

    problems.

3. Critically evaluate research reports in terms of design, sampling, instrumentation, data 

    collection and analysis, and interpretation of findings.

4. Analyze research findings for their applicability to evidence-based practice and 

    advancement of nursing science.

5. Develop a research utilization paper regarding a specific nursing practice

    question or problem using published research findings as evidence for the solution 

    proposed. 

COURSE SCHEDULE

Section
s:  0574 and 0600

Web-based
E-Learning in Sakai is the course management system that you will use for this course. E-Learning in Sakai is accessed by using your Gatorlink account name and password at http://lss.at.ufl.edu.  There are several tutorials and student help links on the E-Learning login site.  If you have technical questions call the UF Computer Help Desk at 352-392-HELP or send email to helpdesk@ufl.edu.

Course websites are generally made available on the Friday before the first day of classes.

It is important that you regularly check your Gatorlink account email for College and University wide information and the course E-Learning site for announcements and notifications.  Faculty will respond to mail, phone and email within 3 business days.
ATTENDANCE 
Students are expected to participate online in all teaching modules, activities, discussions and quizzes.  These are listed in the course syllabus, teaching modules and the course web-site.  Students who have extraordinary circumstances preventing attendance should explain these to the course instructor as soon as possible prior to the scheduled activity.  Instructors will make an effort to accommodate reasonable requests.  A grade penalty may be assigned for late assignments or make-up exams.  Make-up quizzes may not be available. 

ACCOMMODATIONS DUE TO DISABILITY 
Each semester, students are responsible for requesting a memorandum from the Disability Resource Center to notify faculty of their requested individual accommodations.   This should be done at the start of the semester.  

STUDENT HANDBOOK

Students are to refer to the College of Nursing Student Handbook for information about College of Nursing policies, honor code, and professional behavior.

TOPICAL OUTLINE 
1. Evidence-based practice

A. Utilization models (i.e. Stetler, Iowa)
B. Clinical relevance
C. Steps of evidence-based practice

i. Ask the clinical question in PICO format

a. Patient population
b. Intervention or interest
c. Comparison intervention or group
d. Outcome

D. Collect the best evidence (e.g., Cochrane Reviews)
E. Critically appraise the evidence
F. Integrate evidence and expertise
G. Evaluate the outcome

2. Elements of scientific rigor 
3. Probability and non-probability sampling 


4. Instrumentation 


5. Data collection and analyses 

A. Descriptive and inferential statistics

B. Parametric and nonparametric statistics 

6. Critique of published research reports 

A. Statistical significance
B. Clinical significance

 TEACHING METHODS  

Asynchronous interactive e-Learning modules using Sakai and Voicethread™
LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Discussion, quizzes, presentations and written assignments. 
EVALUATION METHODS/COURSE GRADE CALCULATION 
Two online presentations (30%), written assignments (35%), 2 quizzes (20%) and Voicethread™ (15%).  The quizzes will be short answer or multiple choice.  The papers will be scholarly papers reflective of critical thinking.  Evaluation of the on-line presentation will be based on the collaborative effort of students in groups (students submitting an outline of their contribution to the group project) and will include the content development, implementation, uploading, and leading class discussion of the Voicethread presentation.  For definition and procedures for violations of honor code violations, including plagiarism, see the Honor Code and Nursing Student policy S1-12 CON Policy S-1.12.  Information for avoiding plagiarism is on the Nursing Website Avoiding Plagiarism.
Assignments/Papers will be returned within 2 weeks.
GRADING SCALE/QUALITY POINTS 
  
A
95-100
(4.0)

C
74-79* (2.0)


A-
93-94   (3.67)

C-
72-73   (1.67)

B+
91- 92
(3.33)

D+
70-71   (1.33)


B
84-90
(3.0)

D
64-69   (1.0)


B-
82-83
(2.67)

D-
62-63   (0.67)


C+
80-81
(2.33)

E
61 or below (0.0)

* 74 is the minimal passing grade

For more information on grades and grading policies, please refer to University’s grading policies: http://gradschool.ufl.edu/catalog/current-catalog/catalog-general-regulations.html#grades
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.

Pyrczak, F. (2009) Making sense of statistics: A conceptual overview. (5th ed.). Los Angeles: Pyrczak Publishing. 

Polit, D.F., & Beck, C.T. (2012). Nursing research: Generating and assessing evidence for nursing practice (9th ed.). Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.
RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS
Melnyk, B. M. & Fineout-Overholt, E. (2011).  Evidence-based practice in nursing and health care:  A guide to best practice (2nd Ed).  Philadelphia: Lippincott, Williams and Wilkins.
WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE 
	Week
	

	Week 1:

1/9/12 – 1/15/12
	Module 1:  Introduction



	Week 2:

1/16/12 – 1/22/12
	Module 2:  Preparation



	Week 3:

1/23/12 – 1/29/12
	Module 3:  Scientific Rigor and Validation

	Week 4:

1/30/12 – 2/5/12
	Module 3:  Scientific Rigor and Validation Continued

	Week 5:

2/6/12 – 2/12/12
	Module 3: Scientific Rigor and Validation Continued

	Week 6:

2/13/12 – 2/19/12
	Module 3:  Scientific Rigor and Validation Continued

	Week 7:

2/20/12 – 2/26/12
	Module 3:  Scientific Rigor and Validation Continued

	Week 8:

2/27/12 – 3/4/12
	Module 3:  Scientific Rigor and Validation Continued

	Week 9:

3/5/12 – 3/11/12
	SPRING BREAK

	Week 10:

3/12/12 – 3/18/12
	Module 4:  Comparative Evaluation

	Week 11:

3/19/12 – 3/25/12
	Module 4:  Comparative Evaluation Continued

	Week 12:

3/26/12 – 4/1/12
	Module 4:  Comparative Evaluation Continued

	Week 13: 

4/2/11 – 4/8/11
	Module 5:  Statistics

	Week 14:

4/9/11 – 4/15/11
	Module 5:  Statistics Continued

	Week 15

4/16/12 – 4/25/12
	Module 5:  Statistics Continued
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