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COURSE DESCRIPTION:      This course provides the student with the knowledge and skills to critique theory and research from nursing and related fields as a basis for the provision of evidence-based practice.  Emphasis is on understanding research methodology in order to critique research studies.  The focus is on utilization and synthesis of research findings to address specific nursing practice questions or problems.

COURSE OBJECTIVES   Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1.
Analyze elements of scientific rigor in research.

2.
Synthesize major findings in the literature related to specific nursing questions or 


problems.

3.
Critically evaluate research reports in terms of design, sampling, instrumentation, data 


collection and analysis, and interpretation of findings.

4.
Analyze research findings for their applicability to evidence-based practice and 


advancement of nursing science.
5.
Develop a research utilization paper regarding a specific nursing practice question or 
problem using published research findings as evidence for the solution proposed. 

COURSE SCHEDULE

Section

Day


Time


Room
3057

Wednesday

1:55-4:55pm

G114 GVL

5875







TBA JAX
This course is a combination of in-class and online learning formats. Students in this class are expected to actively contribute to in-class and on-line group discussions. 
Sakai is the course management system that you will use for the online classes. E-Sakai is accessed by using your Gatorlink account name and password at http://lss.at.ufl.edu. There are several tutorials and student help links on the site. If you have technical questions call the UF Computer Help Desk at 352-392-HELP or send email to helpdesk@ufl.edu.

Additionally to Sakai, we will also be using the efficiency of a web-based platform called Voicethread™ for course content delivery and student/instructor interactions (discussion boards). A Voicethread™ is a collaborative, multimedia slide show that holds images, documents, and videos and allows people to navigate pages and leave comments in 5 ways - using voice (with a microphone or telephone), limited text, audio file, or video (via a webcam). There is no software to install to use Voicethread™. The initial link to access Voicethread™ will be sent to your Gatorlink e-mail account. 
It is important that you regularly check your Gatorlink account email for College and University wide information and the course E-Sakai site for announcements and notifications. All feedback will be given on the web via E-Sakai and occasional direct emails, including grades and comments on assignments. This will be done on a regular basis but may not be immediate. Please feel free to communicate with the instructor by email if there is any problem with any postings or if you have trouble getting the lectures, assignments and supplements online.
ATTENDANCE 
Students are expected to be present for all classes, other learning experiences and examinations.  Students who have extraordinary circumstances preventing attendance should explain these circumstances to the course instructor prior to the scheduled class as soon as possible. Instructors will make an effort to accommodate reasonable requests.  A grade penalty may be assigned for late assignments or make-up exams.  Make-up exams may not be available in all courses. 

ACCOMMODATIONS DUE TO DISABILITY 
Each semester, students are responsible for requesting a memorandum from the Disability Resource Center to notify faculty of their requested individual accommodations.   This should be done at the start of the semester.  

STUDENT HANDBOOK

Students are to refer to the College of Nursing Student Handbook for information about College of Nursing policies, honor code, and professional behavior.

TOPICAL OUTLINE 
1. Evidence-based practice

A. Utilization models (i.e. Stetler, Iowa)
B. Clinical relevance
C. Steps of evidence-based practice

i. Ask the clinical question in PICO format

a. Patient population
b. Intervention or interest
c. Comparison intervention or group
d. Outcome

A. Collect the best evidence (e.g., Cochrane Reviews)
B. Critically appraise the evidence
C. Integrate evidence and expertise
D. Evaluate the outcome

2. Elements of scientific rigor 
3. Probability and non-probability sampling 


4. Instrumentation 


5. Data collection and analyses 

A. Descriptive and inferential statistics
B. Parametric and nonparametric statistics 

6. Critique of published research reports 

A. Statistical significance
B. Clinical significance

TEACHING METHODS  

Lecture, discussion, information technology, presentations, research utilization paper

LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Written assignments; Web discussion

EVALUATION METHODS/COURSE GRADE CALCULATION 
Assignments are due on the date assigned by 8:00PM. If lateness is unavoidable, notify the professor prior to the scheduled due date/time. Unexcused late submission will result in grade reduction of 5 points per day. Your corrected assignment will be returned to you within 2 weeks; I will notify you if life circumstances make this impossible.

	Assignments
	Points
	Percentage

	- 3 Pages PICO paper  
	10
	                25 %



	- Literature Review Matrix (3 articles)
	15
	

	- Quiz
	15
	15%

	- Final Paper
	
	35%

	- E-Sakai discussion Board
	
	25%

	Final Grade
	
	100%


Extra-point:  Up to 2 extra-points will be given to your final grade if you participate in a professional research day and submit one page critique of a poster or oral presentation using the critique tool listed under assignment. The CON research day will be on 03/30.
Instructions for all the assignments: Can be seen under the “assignments” folder (under resources). I will not accept assignment by email; you must send it through the assignment dropbox area (E-Sakai), by 8:00PM on the due date. 

In order to complete your assignments, you are expected to use computer programs such as Microsoft PowerPoint and Microsoft Word. You are also expected to know how to send and read attachments. When sending your assignment using Microsoft Word you have to save it as word 2007; I will not send assignment back to you to be saved in the appropriate format. 

I also will not send individual emails reminding you to participate in the discussion boards. You may be penalized in your final grade if you don’t participate. Remember Discussion Board Participation is worth 25% of your final grade.

GRADING SCALE/QUALITY POINTS

A
95-100
(4.0)

C
74-79* (2.0)


A-
93-94   (3.67)

C-
72-73   (1.67)

B+
91- 92
(3.33)

D+
70-71   (1.33)


B
84-90
(3.0)

D
64-69   (1.0)


B-
82-83
(2.67)

D-
62-63   (0.67)


C+
80-81
(2.33)

E
61 or below (0.0)

* 74 is the minimal passing grade

REQUIRED TEXTS
 American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American 

           Psychological Association (6th Ed.).  Washington, DC: Author.

Melnyk, B.M., & Fineout-Overholt, E. (2010). Evidenced-based practice in nursing & 

          healthcare:  A guide to best practice. Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams Wilkins  ISBN: 0-7817-4477-6

Pyrczak, F. (2009).  Making sense of statistics:  A conceptual overview. (5th Ed.).  Los Angeles:  Pyrczak Publishing. 
RECOMMENDED TEXTS: 

Polit, D.F., & Beck, C.T. (2008).  Nursing research:  Generating and assessing evidence 

           for nursing practice (8th Ed.).  Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins  ISNB: 0- 7817-9468-4  
WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE 
	DATE
	TOPIC/EVALUATION
	ASSIGNMENTS/READINGS*

	Module 1:  Introduction to Research,

Methods and Utilization

	Week 1

Jan 11
	Introduction

APA format 

Plagiarism/Turnitin 
	- Introduction & Making the Case for Evidence-Based Practice

	Module 2: Preparation

	Week 2

Jan 18 
	Stetler Model

PICO
	- In-class discussion 

Start working on your PICO paper

	Week 3

Jan 25 
	PICO
	- In-class discussion

- Bring your PICO to share with the class [10- 15 students will be selected to brief (5 minutes) present it to the class]

	Week 4
Feb 1
	Clinical Practice Guideline


	- In-class discussion

- 3 Page PICO paper- due on 02/01 by 8 PM.

	Week 5

Feb 8
	Levels of Evidence 

	- In-class discussion

- Start searching articles for your Literature Review Matrix

	Week 6

Feb 15
	The Literature Review Matrix 
	-In-class discussion 

-Bring some of your articles to class 

	Module 3:  Validation

	Week 7

Feb 16– Feb 22
	Evaluating Clinic Guidelines 
	- Online class - Discussion board Assignment 
 - Literature Review Matrix - due on 02/22 by 8 PM

	Week 8

Feb 29 
	Critically Appraising Evidence

(Design & Measurement)
	-In-class discussion



	Spring Break  March 3 – March 10

	Week 9

March 14 
	Critically Appraising Evidence

(Sampling & Research Context)
	- In-class discussion



	Week 10

March 15 – March 21
	Statistics I


	 - Online class

 Descriptive Statistics

	Week 11

March 22- March 28
	Statistics II


	 - Online class

 Correlational Statistics

	 Week 12

March 29 –April 4

	Statistics III


	- Online class
Inferential Statistics  

QUIZ -  Statistics

	Week 13 

April 11
	Synthesis & Evaluation 
Decision Making
	 - In-class discussion



	Week 14

April 18
	Synthesis & Evaluation 
Decision Making
	Finish RU paper 

RU paper DUE on April 18          by 8 PM

	Module 4: Comparative Evaluation

	Week 15
April 19– April 25
	Dissemination
	- Discussion Board Assignment 

(You will submit a PowerPoint presentation of RU project). This is part of your discussion board grade

Posting is due on 04/21 by 8pm so your peers may review and comment on your  paper by 04/25


* Weekly readings are listed in the “Resource” folder in Sakai.
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