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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course provides the student with the opportunity to examine the nature of scientific explanation and inquiry including historical evolution of knowledge in nursing science and deductive and inductive approaches to theory development.  The emphasis is on the critical evaluation of extant theories, concepts and models including testability and utility.  Focus is on the present state of theory development in nursing with exploration of future directions.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Discuss the process of theory construction.

2. Evaluate the current state of theory development in nursing.

3. Analyze inductive and deductive approaches to theory development.

4. 
Critique the contribution of middle range theories to nursing knowledge development.
5.
Analyze the relationship between middle range and grand theories for nursing.

  6.
Compare and contrast properties of extant nursing theories.
7. 
Propose concepts or themes for further theory development.
COURSE SCHEDULE


Section

Day


Time


Room


3064

Tuesday

12:50 – 2:45 pm
G112 GVL

ATTENDANCE 
Students are expected to be present for all classes, other learning experiences and examinations.  Students who have extraordinary circumstances preventing attendance should explain these circumstances to the course instructor prior to the scheduled class or as soon as possible afterwards. Instructors will make an effort to accommodate reasonable requests.  A grade penalty will be assigned for late assignments or make-up exams.  A grade penalty of 2 points per day will be assigned for late assignments, unless prior approval is obtained. Papers will not be accepted if more than 2 days late, unless an exception is arranged in advance.  Students are responsible for responding to online assignments, as applicable, as part of their attendance. 

ACCOMMODATIONS DUE TO DISABILITY 
Each semester, students are responsible for requesting a memorandum from the Disability Resource Center to notify faculty of their requested individual accommodations.   This should be done at the start of the semester.  

COUNSELING AND STUDENT HEALTH
Students may occasionally have personal issues that arise on the course of pursuing higher education or that may interfere with their academic performance. If you find yourself facing problems affecting your coursework, you are encouraged to talk with an instructor and to seek confidential assistance at the University of Florida Counseling Center, 352-392-1575, or Student Mental Health Services, 352-392-1171. Visit their web sites for more information: http://www.counsel.ufl.edu/ or http://www.health.ufl.edu/shcc/smhs/index.htm#urgent
STUDENT HANDBOOK

Students are to refer to the College of Nursing Student Handbook for information about College of Nursing policies, honor code, and professional behavior. 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 
The University of Florida Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution Policy may be found at http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/honorcode.php
E-LEARNING CLASS MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

E-Learning (Sakai) is the course management system that you will use for this course. E-Learning is accessed by using your Gatorlink account name and password at http://lss.at.ufl.edu. There are several tutorials and student help links on the E-Learning login site. If you have technical questions call the UF Computer Help Desk at 352-392-HELP or send email to helpdesk@ufl.edu.

It is important that you regularly check your Gatorlink account email for College and University wide information and the course E-Learning (Sakai) site for announcements and notifications.

All feedback will be given on the web via E-Leaning (Sakai), including grades and comments on assignments, and via and occasional direct emails.
TOPICAL OUTLINE

1.
The evolution of ways of knowing 
2.
Process of theory construction, differentiate between theory of nursing and theory for nursing 
3. Levels of extant theories and their applicability to practice and research
4. Methods to derive and test theories: deductive, inductive 
5. Interdisciplinary theories and their contribution to knowledge, philosophy and development of nursing science such as critical theory, chaos theory, and feminist theory 
6.
Paradigm shifts and the effect on knowledge and theory development 
7.
Conceptual and theoretical frameworks from a goal model to resource driven models as related to the evolution of nursing theory, practice and research 
8.
Middle range theories as building blocks to grand theories 
9.
Criteria to determine and evaluate extant theories including cultural implications
10.
New age paradigms and their linkage to nursing science and theory building 
11.
Potential themes and concepts for theory development 

TEACHING METHODS

Lectures, discussion, readings, presentations, and class papers. 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Discussion of theoretical components and critical analysis of theories, class papers, and presentation.
EVALUATION METHODS/COURSE GRADE CALCULATION
This course is taught as a seminar. Each student is expected to (1) comprehensively read and critically analyze materials assigned for each class topic, (2) actively participate in weekly discussions of class topics, and (3) successfully complete all assignments. Evaluation will be based on the achievement of these criteria. The elements that contribute to the final course grade and their relative weights are as follows:


Assignment





% of Final Grade

Participation in class discussion & activities


30%

Paper #1:






20%
Paper #2






20%

Work in progress presentation/discussion #1


15%

Work in progress presentation/discussion #2


15%








           

100%
GRADING SCALE/QUALITY POINTS 

A
95-100
(4.0)

C
74-79* (2.0)


A-
93-94   (3.67)

C-
72-73   (1.67)

B+
91- 92
(3.33)

D+
70-71   (1.33)


B
84-90
(3.0)

D
64-69   (1.0)


B-
82-83
(2.67)

D-
62-63   (0.67)


C+
80-81
(2.33)

E
61 or below (0.0)

* 74 is the minimal passing grade

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Class Discussions & Activities: 

Discussions are a critical component of learning in this course. Students will be responsible for reading all assigned materials and coming to class prepared to engage in a scholarly discussion.  All students are expected to participate in the weekly discussions. Participation means (a) actively contributing to the discussion, (b) contributing scholarly comments that demonstrate knowledge of the material - not just your opinions, and (c) asking relevant questions.  

Your contributions to class discussion should: 

· reflect knowledge of class readings and lecture -- this is an opportunity to demonstrate that you are reading and learning. 

· reflect an ability to critically analyze relevant issues and summarize key issues at a professional and scholarly level. 

· interact with and support learning of your fellow classmates by actively engaging in professional discussions and providing resources for learning. 

Paper 1: Review of Theoretical Perspectives Paper                Due 3/13/13 by 11:00 PM
Submit paper via E-learning/Sakai Assignments Folder 
1. Background and Significance, 

Choose a nursing phenomenon that interests you and is related to your research area. Describe the problem and why it is an important area of research.
2. Theoretical Background of the problem

a. Review the theoretical and empirical literature on your phenomenon of interest (include literature from nursing and other disciplines). Pay particular attention to the theories (or conceptual frameworks) that have been used to investigate your topic. Read broadly enough to get a good overview of the theories have been used to understand and/or explain your problem. Cite at least 10-15 high-quality, scientific references. 

b. Summarize the 2-3 main theoretical approaches, or specific theories, that have been used in the literature. 
c. Compare and contrast these major theories. How are they similar or different with regard to the philosophical assumptions, conceptualizations of major concepts, and explanation of the theoretical relationships?
3.  Write clearly and succinctly. Pay particular attention to synthesizing, integrating and critically evaluating the literature. Present your ideas logically. Use transitions. Include an introduction and summary. Adhere to APA style (6th edition), including abstract, heading and subheading structure, reference format, and running head. Use subheadings. Length should be approximately 10 pages, excluding references. 

Paper 2: Theory Development Paper

 

Due 4/29/13 BY 11:00 PM Submit paper via E-learning/Sakai Assignments Folder. 
1. Include the Background and Significance and Theoretical Background of the Problem from Paper 1. Use the feedback that you received to make modifications (as necessary) to Paper 1. If you made modifications, please attach a brief memo to the front of your paper summarizing the feedback that you received and your response to it.   
New content to be added is described below.
2. Develop a theoretical model that can be used to guide research on your topic.

a.   From the major theoretical approaches that you described above, choose one theoretical framework or one theory that you would like to apply to your study. You may use an existing middle-range theory, you may derive a theory from a grand theory, or you may synthesize one or more theories to create a new middle-range theory. Provide a brief rationale for your choice of theory.
b.   Describe the parent theory. Identify the key constructs and relational statements. Include a diagram of the parent theory. 

c.   Using the substruction approach discussed in class, derive a theoretical model that can be used to guide your research. Clearly identify the conceptual, theoretical, and empirical levels of the model. Include the C-T-E diagram as a Table in your paper.
3.   Describe your proposed theoretical model as it applies to your clinical problem. 

a.   Identify and explain the key concepts in your model and provide conceptual definitions.

b.   Identify and explain the relationships between your concepts. 

4. 
Include a visual model (diagram) of your theory. 
5.
Using your theory as a guide, develop three testable research questions and three corresponding hypotheses. 

6.
Write clearly and succinctly. Pay particular attention to integrating and critically evaluating the literature. Present your ideas logically. Use transitions. Include an introduction and summary. Adhere to APA style (6th edition), including abstract, heading and subheading structure, reference format, running head, and table/figure format, titles, and placement. Use subheadings. The total page length should be approximately 20 pages, excluding references and appendices. 

Work in Progress Presentation #1: 


    In class: 2/19/13 and 2/26/13

Review the guidelines for Paper 1. Prepare a 10-minute presentation that summarizes your work in progress on Paper 1. Briefly describe the background and significance of the clinical phenomenon. Discuss your review of the theoretical and empirical literature on your phenomenon of interest (include literature from nursing and other disciplines). Identify and discuss the 2-3 main theoretical approaches, or specific theories, that have been used in the literature to address your problem. Be prepared to discuss the theories that you are discovering and how they might relate to your topic. Come prepared to discuss challenges you are facing with this assignment. Engage in an active discussion with your colleagues to help guide your work forward.
Work in Progress Presentation #2:




In class: 4/2/13 – 4/23/13

Prepare a 15 minute presentation of your final paper. Describe the theoretical framework that you are proposing to use to investigate your topic and why you chose it. Present your theoretical model. Describe the concepts and their relationships. Present your model substruction (CTE). Present three research questions that you derived from your conceptual model. Be prepared to openly discuss your model and answer questions from your peers. Be prepared to discuss ideas for how you might actually design a study based on your conceptual model, and how you can use feedback from your peers to inform your final paper.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Glanz, K., Rimer, B. K., & Viswanath, K.  (2008).  Health behavior and health education: Theory, research, and practice (4th  ed.). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Meleis, A.  (2011).  Theoretical nursing: Development & progress (5th ed.).  Philadelphia: 

Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.

Walker, L., & Avant, K. (2011).  Strategies for theory construction in nursing (5th ed.) 

New York: Prentice Hall.

WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE: 

	WK
	DATE
	TOPIC / READINGS (OTHER READINGS POSTED IN SAKAI)



	1
	1/8/13

	INTRODUCTIONS; COURSE OVERVIEW

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES ON THEORY DEVELOPMENT

READING:

Walker & Avant (5th ed.), Chapter 1: Theory in Nursing: Past to Present 

Walker & Avant (5th ed.), Chapter 2: Using Knowledge Development and Theory to Inform Practice
Meleis (5th ed.), Chapter 1: Positioning for the Journey

Meleis (5th ed.), Chapter 2: On Being and Becoming a Scholar


	2
	1/15/13

	FOCUS OF THE DISCIPLINE AND NURSING METAPARADIGM

READING:
Fawcett (2nd ed.), Chapter 1: The Structure of Contemporary Nursing Knowledge (Sakai)

Walker & Avant (5th ed.), Chapter 3: Approaches to Theory Development Used in This Book
Meleis (5th ed.), Chapter 3: Theory: Metaphors, Symbols, Definitions
Meleis (5th ed.), Chapter 6: The Discipline of Nursing: Perspective and Domain

Horgas, A.L.,Yoon, S.J., Nichols, A., & Marsiske, M. (2008). The relationship between pain and functional disability in Black and White Older Adults. Research in Nursing and Health, 31, 341-354.


	3
	1/22/13

	GRAND AND MIDDLE-RANGE THEORIES

READING:

Meleis (5th ed.), Chapter 4: From Can’t to Kant: Barriers and Forces Toward Theoretical Thinking

Meleis (5th ed.), Chapter 7: Sources, Resources, and Paradoxes for Theory

Meleis (5th ed.), Chapter 17: Middle-Range and Situation-Specific Theories
Meleis (5th ed.), Chapter 14: Challenges and Opportunities for a Theoretical Future

Fawcett (2nd ed.), Chapter 2: Implementing Conceptual-Theoretical-Empirical Systems of Nursing Knowledge in Practice (Sakai)


	4
	1/29/13

	STRATEGIES FOR THEORY DEVELOPMENT: DERIVATION

READING:
Walker & Avant (5th ed.), Ch 4: Concept Derivation
Walker & Avant (5th ed.), Ch 5: Statement Derivation
Walker & Avant (5th ed.), Ch 6: Theory Derivation
Meleis (5th ed.), Chapter 16: Theory Development

Dunn, K.S. (2005). Testing a middle-range theoretical model of adaptation to chronic pain. Nursing Science Quarterly, 18(2), 146-156. 

McQuiston, C.M., & Campbell, J.C. (1997). Theoretical substruction: A guide for theory testing research. Nursing Science Quarterly, 10(3), 117-123.


	5
	2/5/13

	STRATEGIES FOR THEORY DEVELOPMENT: SYNTHESIS

HEALTH PROMOTION MODELS (HEALTH BELIEF MODEL;HEALTH PROMOTION MODEL)
READING:
Walker & Avant (5th ed.), Chapter 7: Concept Synthesis
Walker & Avant (5th ed.), Chapter 8: Statement Synthesis
Walker & Avant (5th ed.), Chapter 9: Theory Synthesis
Glanz, et al., Chapter 3: The Health Belief Model
Glanz, et al., Chapter 4: The Theory of Reasoned Action and the Theory of Planned Behavior


	6
	2/12/13

	STRATEGIES FOR THEORY DEVELOPMENT: ANALYSIS

CRITIQUING THEORY

READING:
Walker & Avant (5th ed.), Chapter 10: Concept Analysis
Walker & Avant (5th ed.), Chapter 11: Statement Analysis
Walker & Avant (5th ed.), Chapter 12: Theory Analysis

Walker & Avant (5th ed.), Chapter 13: Perspectives on Theory and its Credibility
Fawcett (2nd ed.), Chapter 3: Framework for Analysis and Evaluation of Nursing Models (Sakai)

Fawcett (2nd ed.), Chapter 11: Framework for Analysis and Evaluation of Nursing Theories (Sakai)

Meleis (5th ed.), Chapter 10: A Model for Evaluation of Theories: Description, Analysis, Critique, Testing, and Support



	7
	2/19/13

	WORK IN PROGRESS PRESENTATIONS & DISCUSSION #1 

	8
	2/26/13
	WORK IN PROGRESS PRESENTATIONS & DISCUSSION #1


	9
	 3/5/13
	SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS



	10
	3/12/13
	INTERDISCIPLINARY THEORIES RELEVANT TO NURSING: 

STRESS MODELS
PAPER 1 DUE
READING:

Glanz, et al., Chapter 10: Stress, Coping, and Health Behavior.

Glanz, et al., Chapter 5: The Transtheoretical Model and Stages of Change

Glanz, et al., Chapter 12: Perspectives on Models of Interpersonal Health Behavior

Horsburgh, M.E. (2000). Salutogenesis. In J. H. Rice (Ed.), Handbook of stress, coping, and health: Implications for nursing research, theory, and practice (pp. 175-194). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.


	11
	3/19/13
	INTERDISCIPLINARY THEORIES RELEVANT TO NURSING: 

APPRAISAL AND COPING
READING:
Glanz, et al., Chapter 8: How Individuals, Environments, and Health Behavior Interact: Social Cognitive Theory

Bandura, A. (2004). Health promotion by social cognitive means. Health Education and Behavior. 32 (2), 143-164.

Glanz, et al., Chapter 11: Interpersonal Functions and Health Outcomes: Lessons from Theory and Research on Clinician-Patient Communication


	12
	3/26/13
	NURSING MODELS: MODEL OF UNCERTAINTY AND OVERVIEW OF LEGACY MODELS
READING:

Mishel, M. (1988). Uncertainty in illness. Image: Journal of Nursing Scholarship, 20 (4), 225-232.

Mishel, M. (1990). Reconceptualization of the uncertainty in illness theory. Image: Journal of Nursing Scholarship, 22 (4), 256-262.

Mishel, M. H. (2007). Perceived uncertainty and stress in illness. Research in Nursing and Health, 7 (3), 163-171. 
Meleis (5th ed.), Chapter 11: On Needs and Self-care
Meleis (5th ed.), Chapter 12: On Interactions
Meleis (5th ed.), Chapter 13: On Outcomes


	13
	4/2/13

	CLASS PRESENTATIONS

	14
	4/9/13
	CLASS PRESENTATIONS 


	15
	4/16/13

	CLASS PRESENTATIONS 


	16
	4/23/13

	CLASS PRESENTATIONS 
FINAL PAPERS DUE 4/29/13
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