
  

 

   
 

  
 

  

Dear Gator Nursing Students, 

I am thrilled to share an exciting new initiative that is sure to elevate your experience at Gator 

Nursing: Focus Fridays! Launching this January as a key part of our Elevate 2029 Strategic 

Plan, Focus Fridays will create dedicated time each week for activities that enrich your 

professional journey and deepen our community connections. 

On Focus Fridays, you will have opportunities to: 

• Serve through impactful community service projects. 

• Attend college and university events that inspire growth. 

• Study and complete coursework with intention. 

• Sharpen your clinical skills in open labs. 

• Build meaningful connections with peers, faculty, the broader community, and 

more! 

In 2025, one of the most exciting components is our monthly college-wide community 

service projects. The college's students, faculty, staff, alumni, and friends will come together 

as one Gator Nursing family to make a tangible difference. 

To fully support this initiative, all classes and clinicals have been rescheduled from Fridays. 

However, please remember that these Fridays are not "free" days – they are purposeful days. 

Use them intentionally to grow, give back, and thrive. To be clear, the expectation is for you to 

join all scheduled student activities on Focus Fridays. 

  

https://con-main-a2.sites.medinfo.ufl.edu/index.php/mailster/103925/00000000000000000000000000000000/aHR0cHM6Ly9udXJzaW5nLnVmbC5lZHU


More details will be shared soon, but I could not wait to share this transformative step in our 

mission to Care, Lead, and Inspire BOLDLY! Together, we are building a legacy of excellence 

and impact. 

Let us make Focus Fridays unforgettable! 

Warm regards, 

 

    
 

  
 

  
Shakira Henderson, PhD, DNP, MS, MPH, EMBA, IBCLC, RNC-NIC 
Dean, College of Nursing – Chief Administrative Officer, UF College of Nursing 
Associate Vice President for Nursing Education, Practice, and Research – System Chief Nurse Executive, UF Health 
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